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Work That is Never Wasted
Intro:
Over the last several weeks we have been walking through what it means for the church to be at work.
Let me summarize where we have been.
We began in Epistle to the Ephesians 4, where we saw that it is the task of the saints to do the work of the ministry. God does not save individuals into isolation; He saves them into a church. And when He saves them, He equips them. Every believer is given gifts, abilities, resources, time, energy, and opportunities so that they might participate in the work of ministry.
At the same time, God has also given the church pastors and elders. Their responsibility is to know the flock, feed the flock, lead the flock, and protect the flock that has been entrusted to them. They do this so that the saints might be equipped for the work of ministry.
And together the church labors so that the body of Christ may grow into maturity.
From there we began to expand on what that ministry actually looks like in the life of the church. The umbrella that hangs over everything we do is what Second Epistle to the Corinthians calls the ministry of reconciliation.
Whether we are preaching and teaching the Word, folding and distributing clothes, praying together, or serving in any number of other ways, the ultimate goal is the same: we are sharing and modeling the gospel. We minister because we long to see sinners reconciled to a holy God as they are saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ.
But that ministry does not only move outward. It also moves inward within the life of the church. We exhort one another. We stir one another up to love and good works. We build one another up in the faith. We urge each other to turn away from the world and from sinful desires and to press on toward Christ.
And we do all of this not primarily through programs or events, but through the ordinary life of the church.
Like the early believers described in Acts of the Apostles 2, we devote ourselves to the preaching and teaching of Scripture, to fellowship, to prayer, and to the breaking of bread. In other words, we simply do life together.
We welcome people into our routines, and we step into the routines of others. As sojourners living in a foreign land, we seek to model our faith every day, in every aspect of life, with the hope that opportunities will arise for us to give a defense for the hope that is within us, as we are instructed in First Epistle of Peter 3:15.
Now, we have also acknowledged that this kind of ministry is not always easy.
It can be difficult.  It can be costly.  And at times it can be messy.
But the calling of the church is not to grow weary in doing good. Instead, we press on together. We bear one another’s burdens. We restore one another when we fall. And we seek to display the same impartial grace to others that Christ Himself has shown to us.
This morning, as we conclude this series, I want to leave you with a final exhortation as you continue to do the work of the ministry.
So let’s turn together to First Epistle to the Corinthians 15:58.
READ TEXT
As we conclude this series, we see that all the work of the church—every act of service, every act of love, every act of encouragement—flows from the same foundation: the gospel of Jesus Christ.
It is this foundation that gives our ministry purpose, shapes our perseverance, and ensures that nothing we do for the Lord is wasted.
With that in mind, let us consider the first truth Paul gives us about the work of the church: the certainty that grounds our labor.
I. The Certainty That Grounds Our Labor
When we arrive at this verse, we are arriving at Paul’s conclusion.
This is the final word of one of the greatest chapters in the entire New Testament. For fifty–seven verses Paul has been explaining, defending, and celebrating one central truth: the resurrection of Jesus Christ and the future resurrection of His people.
And then he says in verse 58:
“Therefore, my beloved brothers…”
That word therefore is doing a lot of work. It is the hinge of the chapter. It tells us that everything Paul is about to command rests upon everything he has just proven.  (Indicative-Imperative)
In other words, Christian ministry is built on resurrection certainty.
Paul has just declared in this chapter that Christ truly died, that He truly rose from the dead, and that one day every believer will share in that resurrection life.
Earlier in the chapter he writes in verse 20:
“But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.”
Christ’s resurrection is not merely a doctrine to believe.
It is the foundation of everything we do as the church.
· Because Christ lives, the future is secure.
· Because Christ lives, death will be defeated.
· Because Christ lives, the kingdom of God will come in fullness.
And that means something very practical for the church.  It means that our work is not temporary and it is not pointless.
One of the great temptations in ministry is discouragement. The work of the church can sometimes feel slow, hidden, and fragile.
You preach sermons and wonder if they are landing.
You counsel people and wonder if hearts are really changing.
You pray for prodigals who seem to wander farther away instead of coming home.
At times it can feel like we are pouring effort into something that may never bear fruit.
But Paul says, “Therefore…”
· Because Christ is risen.
· Because death has been defeated.
· Because the final victory is certain.
We can say with confidence that none of the work done for Christ is wasted.
That is why Paul ends the verse by saying,
“knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.”
Notice that word knowing.
This is not wishful thinking.
This is not optimism.
This is theological certainty.
The resurrection of Jesus guarantees that the kingdom of God will triumph. And if the kingdom will triumph, then every act of faithful service in that kingdom has eternal significance.
· Every prayer prayed.
· Every burden carried.
· Every sinner confronted in love.
· Every child taught the Scriptures.
· Every quiet act of mercy.
None of it is meaningless.
None of it disappears.
None of it is forgotten.
Because it is done “in the Lord.”
That phrase is crucial.
Paul is not speaking about any and every kind of work. He is speaking about work that is done in union with Christ, for the glory of Christ, and for the purposes of Christ.
And when work is done in the Lord, it carries eternal weight.
The world measures work by what is visible.  Christ measures work by what is faithful.
The world celebrates what is impressive.  Christ remembers what is obedient.
And because Jesus rose from the grave, we know something the world does not know: history is moving toward a resurrection victory.
Paul has just said a few verses earlier in verse 54:
“Death is swallowed up in victory.”
That means the church is not laboring in a losing cause. We are not maintaining a fading institution. We are participating in the unfolding victory of Christ.
And that certainty is what gives strength to everything the church does.
· It is the reason pastors shepherd.
· It is the reason believers pursue reconciliation.
· It is the reason the church bears burdens.
· It is the reason everyday Christians quietly minister to one another in ordinary life.
All of it rests on this truth:
Christ is risen.
The kingdom is coming.
And the work of the Lord is not in vain.
Because of that certainty, Paul now gives the command that defines the church’s posture in ministry:
“Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable…”
II. The Steadfastness Required in Ministry
Because the resurrection is certain, Paul now turns from theological foundation to practical command. After grounding the church in the certainty of Christ’s victory, he tells them what their posture must be as they carry out the work of the Lord. He writes, “Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable…”
Notice that before Paul speaks about what the church must do, he speaks about what the church must be. The work of the Lord requires a certain kind of spiritual stability. Christian ministry is not sustained by enthusiasm alone. It is sustained by a deep-rooted steadiness that is anchored in the truth of the gospel.
The first word Paul uses is “steadfast.” The term carries the idea of being firmly settled or firmly seated. It describes someone who is grounded, someone whose position is secure and not easily disturbed. Paul is describing a kind of settled commitment to Christ and His work. The church must not be easily shaken by the pressures, frustrations, and disappointments that inevitably arise in ministry.
He then strengthens the command with a second word: “immovable.” If steadfast describes being firmly grounded, immovable emphasizes the refusal to be displaced. It describes someone who cannot be pushed out of position; not tossed to and fro by the waves of the world. Paul is calling the church to a durable, resilient faithfulness. The people of God are not to drift with circumstances or abandon their calling when the work becomes difficult. They are to remain fixed in their devotion to Christ and in their commitment to the work He has entrusted to them.
ILL: Working on the building
Ministry is hard.  We must be steadfast, immovable.
This is a necessary command because ministry in a fallen world requires perseverance. The work of the church is glorious, but it is not easy. The church ministers in the middle of a broken world, and that reality brings with it many challenges. People are sinners, and sinful hearts can be slow to change. Spiritual growth often unfolds gradually rather than quickly. Faithfulness is frequently quiet and unnoticed. Much of the work that is done in the life of the church happens in ways that never receive public recognition.  Ministry is a hard, messy, thankless task.
Because of this, the work of ministry can sometimes feel slow and fragile. Discouragement can easily begin to creep in. We may begin to wonder whether our efforts truly matter or whether the work we are doing is making any difference at all. Paul’s command in this verse addresses precisely that temptation. The church must not allow discouragement, disappointment, or difficulty to move it away from the work God has given it to do.
Instead, the people of God are called to remain steadfast and immovable. They are called to stay rooted in Christ, anchored in the gospel, and committed to the ministry of the church regardless of the circumstances around them. The Christian life was never meant to be characterized by sporadic bursts of enthusiasm followed by withdrawal when the work becomes difficult. Rather, it is meant to be marked by steady, enduring obedience.
The church must resist several temptations that often undermine long-term faithfulness in ministry. One temptation is the temptation to quit when the work becomes difficult. Another is the temptation to grow cynical when people disappoint us or when progress seems slow. Yet another is the temptation to measure faithfulness by immediate results rather than by obedience to Christ.
Paul calls the church to reject those ways of thinking. Instead of being driven by visible success, the church must be driven by faithfulness to the Lord who has called it.
The resurrection of Jesus Christ gives us the confidence to live that way. Because Christ has risen from the dead, we know that the story of redemption is already moving toward its final victory. The outcome of God’s work in the world is not uncertain. The triumph of Christ and His kingdom has already been secured.
For that reason, the church does not need to chase quick results or measure its faithfulness by immediate impact. Our calling is to remain steadfast in the truth of the gospel and immovable in the work that Christ has entrusted to His people.
When the church lives in that way—steady, grounded, and unwavering over time—the ordinary faithfulness of God’s people becomes the means through which God accomplishes extraordinary things. And that reality leads directly to the next part of Paul’s command. The church is not only called to stand firm in the work of the Lord; it is also called to give itself fully to that work.
Paul therefore continues by saying that believers must be “always abounding in the work of the Lord.”
III. The Abundance Expected in Ministry
After calling the church to be steadfast and immovable, Paul continues with these words: “always abounding in the work of the Lord.”
There is an important progression in the verse. First Paul calls the church to stability—“be steadfast, immovable.” But the Christian life is not merely about standing still. Stability in the gospel is meant to lead to active and abundant service.
In other words, the church is not simply called to hold its ground; it is called to press forward, to overflow with ministry.
The phrase Paul uses—“always abounding”—is a strong one. It carries the idea of something that exceeds the expected measure. It describes abundance, overflow, or surplus. Paul is not describing the bare minimum of Christian involvement. He is describing a life that is marked by energetic, wholehearted participation in the work that belongs to the Lord.
This tells us something important about the nature of Christian ministry.  The church isn't called to do the bare minimum to maintain status quo. 
The work of the church is not meant to be approached with reluctance or minimal effort. It is not something believers engage in occasionally or only when it is convenient.  It is not something that we just tack on to our lives and set a reminder for whenever we have nothing better going on.   No, it is something in which the people of God are meant to be deeply invested.
Notice also the word “always.” Paul is not describing a temporary season of enthusiasm. The call is for a consistent pattern of life. The work of the Lord is not confined to a particular moment or event; it is the ongoing calling of every believer.
For many Christians, there can be a tendency to think of ministry as something reserved for pastors, missionaries, or church leaders. But Paul does not limit this command to a small group within the church. He addresses the entire body of believers. Every member of the church is called to participate in the work that Christ is doing among His people.
That work takes many forms. It includes the public ministries of the church—preaching, teaching, shepherding, and evangelism. But it also includes the countless quiet acts of service that take place in the everyday life of the body of Christ.
It happens when believers encourage one another with the Word of God. It happens when Christians patiently bear with one another in love. It happens when someone steps into the life of a struggling brother or sister and walks with them through a season of difficulty. It happens when families open their homes in hospitality. It happens when believers devote themselves to prayer for the needs of the church and the advance of the gospel.
Much of this work is unseen by the wider world. It rarely receives recognition, and it often appears ordinary. Yet these are precisely the kinds of ministries through which Christ strengthens His church.
The call to abound in the work of the Lord also reminds us that Christian service is meant to flow out of the grace that we have received. Believers do not serve in order to earn God’s favor. They serve because they have already received it through Christ. The gospel does not produce reluctant servants; it produces grateful ones.
When the grace of God truly takes root in the heart, it reshapes the way a person views the work of the Lord. Ministry is no longer seen as a burden to carry but as a privilege/honor to embrace. The believer recognizes that God, in His kindness, has chosen to involve His people in the advance of His kingdom.
This perspective transforms the way we approach the life of the church. Instead of asking, “What is the least I must do?” the believer begins to ask, “How can I faithfully use the time, gifts, and opportunities God has given me for the good of His people and the glory of His name?”
The result is a community of believers who are actively engaged in one another’s lives. The church becomes a place where members care for one another, encourage one another, and labor together for the spread of the gospel.
This kind of abundant ministry is exactly what we see in the early church. The believers described in Acts of the Apostles were not passive observers of the Christian life. They were participants. They shared their resources, served one another, and devoted themselves to the common life of the body. As a result, the church grew stronger and the message of Christ spread.
The same principle holds true today. When the people of God abound in the work of the Lord—when they give themselves wholeheartedly to the ministries Christ has entrusted to the church—God uses that faithfulness to strengthen His people and advance His purposes in the world.
Yet it is important to remember that Paul’s command is not driven by pressure or guilt. It flows from the hope that has already been established in the chapter. Because Christ has risen from the dead and because the final victory of God’s kingdom is certain, the labor of believers has lasting significance.
That truth will lead Paul to his final assurance at the end of the verse: that the labor of God’s people “in the Lord is not in vain.” 
And it is that promise that ultimately sustains the church as it continues the work Christ has given it to do.
IV. The Promise that Sustains Our Labor
Paul concludes this verse with a promise that anchors everything he has commanded. After calling the church to be steadfast, immovable, and always abounding in the work of the Lord, he explains why such perseverance is possible. The verse ends with these words:
“knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.” 
This statement provides the assurance that sustains the entire life of Christian ministry. The commands Paul has given are demanding. To remain steadfast over the course of a lifetime, to resist discouragement, and to continue pouring oneself into the work of the Lord requires more than determination. It requires confidence that the effort is not empty.
That is precisely what Paul provides here. He says that believers can carry out the work of the Lord knowing something with certainty. Once again, this is not a hopeful guess or a vague sense of optimism. It is settled conviction grounded in the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Throughout this chapter Paul has argued that the resurrection is the defining reality of the Christian faith. If Christ had not been raised, then preaching would be empty, faith would be useless, and the entire Christian life would collapse into meaninglessness. Earlier in the chapter Paul states plainly that if Christ has not been raised, “your faith is futile and you are still in your sins” (v.17). 
But Paul has already declared that the opposite is true. Christ has been raised from the dead. Because the resurrection is real, the future resurrection of God’s people is certain. The victory of Christ over sin and death has already begun, and one day that victory will be fully revealed.
That reality changes the way believers understand their labor today. Paul says that our labor “in the Lord” is not in vain. The word translated “labor” carries the idea of strenuous effort, even toil. When we think of the word "labor," we never picture something easy, never something comfortable, never entertaining, fun, or convenient. Christian ministry often involves sacrifice, persistence, and emotional investment. It requires time, energy, and sometimes deep personal cost.
Yet Paul assures the church that such labor is never wasted when it is done in the Lord. The phrase “in the Lord” is essential to the promise. Paul is not making a blanket statement about every human effort. Much of the work that fills the world ultimately fades away. Achievements that seem impressive in the moment can quickly be forgotten as time moves forward.
But the work that is done in union with Christ, for the sake of His kingdom and according to His purposes, has a permanence that the world cannot offer. It carries an eternal significance that reaches beyond the limits of this present age.
This means that the many quiet and unseen acts of faithfulness within the life of the church truly matter. The hours spent teaching children the Scriptures, the time given to prayer for others, the patient effort invested in discipling a struggling believer, and the countless acts of mercy shown in Christ’s name are all noticed by the Lord.
Even when such acts appear small from a human perspective, they are not forgotten. The risen Christ remembers them, and He will bring their fruit to completion in His perfect time.
Jesus Himself spoke of this reality when He assured His followers that even the smallest act done in His name will not be overlooked. In Gospel of Matthew 10:42 He said that whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of His disciples because he is a disciple will by no means lose his reward.
That promise helps believers persevere when the work feels slow or hidden. It reminds us that the value of our labor is not determined by public recognition or immediate results. It is determined by the faithfulness of the Lord who sees every act of obedience.
Because Christ is risen, the church knows that history is moving toward a final day when His victory will be fully revealed. On that day the kingdom of God will stand in its fullness, and everything that was done in the Lord will be shown to have lasting significance.
Until that day, the church continues its work with confidence, grounded in the certainty that Christ has risen and that His kingdom will triumph. The people of God are called to remain steadfast and immovable, holding firm in their faith even when ministry is difficult or unseen. They are to abound in every opportunity to serve—overflowing with acts of mercy, encouragement, and faithful labor in the ordinary rhythms of life. And they do all of this with the quiet assurance of the promise: that every effort done “in the Lord” carries eternal weight and participates in the unfolding triumph of Christ.
Church, we began this series by seeing that God has saved us not for isolation, but for work—for ministry. Each of you has been equipped and placed for a purpose in the body of Christ. Now we end with the same truth that must shape every step of your service: Christ is risen. His resurrection is not just a doctrine to believe—it is the power that makes your labor meaningful, steadfast, abundant, and secure in His promise.
Because He lives, your work is not in vain. And because He lives, you are called to do the work of ministry—not someday, not when it’s easy, but now. In the burdens and joys, in the quiet and the visible, in every ordinary moment, your labor participates in God’s eternal purposes. So go. Be steadfast. Be immovable. Abound in the work of the Lord, confident in the promise that Christ is at the center of it all. The church needs your hands, your feet, your heart—go and do the work He has called you to do.

